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Analysis on Oracle and Farming Season in Shang Dynasty

WANG Xing-guang Zhang Jun-tao

(School of History, Zhengzhou University , Zhengzhou 450001 )

Abstract: Our ancestors' understanding of farming season has a long history, through Oracle, we know
that the relatively strict concept about farming season had formed in Shang dynasty, its connotation is rich. The
content of agricultural production had a specific schedule, There are obvious stages of agricultural activities,
mainly in three stages, namely, farming, planting and harvesting, consistent with the traditional Chinese farm—
ing arrangements, it is the origin of the traditional concept of "the three season ". At that time, agricultural pro—
duction had difference between busy and leisure, it had been arranged corresponding agricultural activities in
busy months. There may be a similar calendar which should contain the corresponding month farming arrange—
ments. Religious superstition was attached to the concept of the agricultural season.
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