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A Study on the Field Hut in Han Dynasty
ZHANG Bin

( Department of History, Capital Normal University, Beijing, 100089)

Abstract: During pre—Qin period, the field hut is a cottage which is set up in the fields for temporary
seating, storing items and nursing crops by peasants who are collective living in the community, it is too small,
simple and crude to be lived for a long time. With the development of society in Han Dynasty, the meaning of
the field hut gradually expanded and can be divided into two categories: some of which still retain the original
form, and be given the security alert function; the other part is gradually developed from temporary sheds to
stable settlement, their size and shape are expanded, sometimes will form a new settlement under certain con—
ditions. The latter has become one of the realistic basis for Confucian scholars in Han Dynasty who imagine the
pattern of the field hut under wellfield system.
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