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the Introduction of Extraterritorial Crops

LI Rong-hua'®* FAN Zhi-min*?

( 1.Institute of Chinese Agricultural History and Culture, Northwest A&F Universily;
2. Key Laboratory of Traditional Agricultural Heritage of Ministry of Agriculture, Yangling Shaanxi 712100)

Abstract: Silk Road that is the communication between China and foreign countries is an important
passage of introduction of extraterritorial crops. Because this passage is the east—west trend and most areas
belong to temperate climate, climatic factors have little influence on the introduction of extraterritorial crops
according to the climate similarity theory. When we considerate introduction of extraterritorial crops in the
north—south trend from the Song and Yuan Dynasties, we may find the whole society have had a heated dispute
about ecological adaptability of crop in introduction of crops from allopatry because of the affection of climate
difference and formed the famous climate theory in agricultural history. The crop that was introduced through
Silk Road planted on Guanzhong at first, then gradually extended to North China and other areas by trial

planting and climate adaptation, was integrated into the traditional society and had have become an important
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part of Chinese agricultural civilization.

Key words: Silk Road ; extraterritorial crops; climate similarity theory ; allopatry ; Guanzhong
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