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How Foreign-originated Crops Affect the Daily Life
of the Ordinary Chinese

WANG Si-ming

(Institution of Chinese Agricultural Civilization, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095)

Abstract: Chinese agricultural civilization is a system of integration of multiple cultural sources. The
crops introduced from foreign countries during different historical periods are vital important parts of this com—
prehensive system. The crops were usually brought in through the Roads of Silk, the traditional land Road of
Silk before Sui and Tang dynasties and the booming Sea Route of Silk after Song and Yuan dynasties. The
crops included not only quite a few important cereal crops, but also many fruits, vegetables, oil crops and
some economic crops, exceeding 120 species in total. After the long term adaptation and improvement, these
crops have been well blended into Chinese traditional farming system and left in—depth influences upon eco—
nomic, social and cultural development in Chinese history.
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