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A Tentative Analysis of Connections between Agricultural History
and Environmental History

GAO Guo-rong

(Institute of World History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006)

Abstract: Environmental history has inherent and close connections with agricultural history. lts origin
in the U.S., Europe and China all could be partly traced back to agricultural history which make the rise of en—
vironmental history possible by providing the academic resources and the talented scholars. In the United
States where environmental history is most prosperous around the world, environmental history won a place of
its own around 1980 through the appearance of some landmark books on agriculture. Agro—ecological history
was prominent in the 1980s, and has still been very popular in the field of environmental history since the early
1990s when the cultural turn emerged in environmental history studies. The exchanges between environmental
historians and agricultural ones, available since the rise of environmental history, is becoming increasingly fre—
quent and common. The value of environmental history has been widely appreciated by the American agricul—
tural historians, and the ecological turn of agricultural history will be more obvious in the near future.
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(D John Opie, Mark Cioc and Char Miller, “Interview: John Opie,” Environmental History, Vol. 14, No. 2 (Apr., 2009),p.358;
Thomas R. Cox, “A Tale of Two Journals: Fifty Years of ‘Environmental History’: And Its Predecessors,” Environmental
History, Vol. 13, No. 1 (Jan., 2008), p.20.

(2 Mark Harvey, “Interview: Donald Worster,” Environmental History,Vol.13,No.1(Jan.,2008),p.142.
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WAL S B R AT, A S AR L Dy i w2 S % 1), IFAE BT IS MAEGERG AR AR 7 s 4 SR BT B & 4t
s ASCRBRDARO SR PRIE s XGRS , BT iAol St 2R AR L G r AR A7 5

@ XTI A B K i S B4 : Donald Worster, “Transformations of the Earth: Toward an Agroecological Perspective in His—
tory,” Journal of American History, Vol.76, No.4( Mar., 1990),pp. 1087-1106; Sara M. Gregg, “Cultivating an Agro—Environ—
mental History,”in Douglas Sackman, ed., A Companion to American Environmental History, Blackwell Publishing Ltd, pp.
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fiE i7F, LU Bao Maohong, “Environmental History in China,” Environment and History, Vol.10, No.4 (Nov., 2004), pp.
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1. 2, Patricia Limerick, et al., eds., Trails: Toward a New Western History,University Press of Kansas, 1991,pp.98,105.

2 Frederick Turner, “Problems in American History,”in Frontier and Section: Selected Essays of Frederick Jackson Turner,
edited by Ray Allen Billington,Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice—Hall, 1961, p.30.
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(® JamesMalin, History and Ecology: Studies of the Grassland, edited by Robert P. Swierenga, Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1984, p.71.

(® Wilbur R. Jacobs,“Research in Agricultural History: Frederick Jackson Turner's View in 1922,” Agricultural History, Vol.
42, No. 1 (Jan., 1968), pp. 15-22.

(@ Dennis S. Nordin, “Graduate Studies in American Agricultural History,” Agricultural History, Vol. 41, No. 3 (Jul., 1967),
pp- 275-312.

Walter P. Webb, The Great Plains, Boston: Ginn, 1931.

(© James C. Malin, Grassland of North America: Prolegomena to Its History, Gloucester, MA: Peter Smith, 1947.
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