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The Agriculture and Its Environmental Effects in the Lower
Reaches of Yongding River and Baiyangdian Lake in Qing Dynasty
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Abstract: Yongding river in Qing dynasty, from Marco Polo Bridge to Dian pool, was called the land of
flood and wheat. The deposition of sediments from Yongding river increased soil fertility and brougt the harvest
of autumn wheat. The river silt was called the Gold ground by local people, and it also was the feature of
Yongding River's water project. In addition, since the 37th year of Kangxi period, after the dam of Yongding
river built, the sediment deposited in lower reaches. It had experienced five times divisions at the end of Qian—
long period. Everywhere the river flowed through deposited, it caused the lakes in lower areas(such as Dongan,
Yongqing, Wuqing and so on)deposited into flat land and fertile soil, river silt and lake silt appearing. The
Manchu people in Zhili province occupied and cultivated the land illegally. They made use of the fields to plant
wheat, rice, blue indigotin and so on, which not only solve the livelihood of farmers, but also increase the gov—
ernment rent income. But the economic development and the villagers living, seriously damaged to the ability of
lakes saving water and the flood—carry capacity of the river, also brought environment problems.
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