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On the Locust Knowledge and Control Technology of
Locust Disasters in Ming and Qing Dynasties

Gong Guang-ming Hu Nan
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Abstract: In Ming and Qing Dynasties, influenced by the thought of “practical pragamatism” and West -
ern modern scientific and technological thought, the concept of “insect god” about locusts began to change,
“driving locusts by virtue” and praying for god to eliminate locusts were in doubt, and people treated locusts
and its disasters with a more pragmatic attitude. So people payed attention to summaring and knowing habits of
locusts, promoted the knowledge of locusts, and more, based on inheriting the experience of different period,
further developed technology of controlling locust disasters, and incresded the control effect. Among of them,
agricultural control, biological control and other technology still have certain realistic meanings, they have big
reference meanings of promoting integrated control of diseases and insect pests, protecting ecological environ -
ment. So it” s worth further excavating the excellent achievments of them, and make it play a role in the devel -
opment of modern agriculture.
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