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Region Transfer, Readership Change and the Writing of
Agriculture & Sericulture Knowledge in Daily-use
Books during Late Ming Dynasty

DU Xin-hao

(Institute for the History of Natural Science, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190)

Abstract: In the late Ming Dynasty, bookstores published a variety of daily-use books sold to the peo-
ple, which contained a wealth of knowledge about agriculture & sericulture. This paper discusses in detail
the classification, content and value of agriculture & sericulture knowledge in daily-use books in the late
Ming Dynasty. By comparing it with the same knowledge in daily-use books in the Song and Yuan Dynas-
ties, it is believed that they have created a new writing model. This change is not only deeply affected by the
two agricultural books of the Yuan Dynasty, but also has a great relationship with the transformation of the
writing area and the change of the readership.
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