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Water Level Control and Management of the Weishan Lake in the
Qing Dynasty:An Analysis Based on Water Level Data Collected
from the Calibrated Pile at the Hu-kou Gate

GAO Yuan-jie

( The Grand Canal Research Institute, Liaocheng University, Liaocheng 252059)

Abstract: Under the deep influence of the Yellow River and the Great Canal, the Weishan Lake came
into being and evolved, the position of which was sharply improved due to the diversion of the Great Canal
following the policy of "diverting the Great Canal to avoid the Yellow River" in the late Ming and early Qing
dynasties. During the reign of Emperor Qianlong, a calibrated pile was set at the Hu-kou Gate to guided the
storage and discharge management of Weishan Lake, and became the core of canal management and control
in southern Shandong and northern Jiangsu. During the reign of Emperor Jiaqing, a system for reporting wa-
ter levels monthly was established due to a severe shortage of water, leaving quite rich water level data. By
sorting out and analyzing the data, we can find out the expansion and shrinkage of the Weishan Lake in dif-
ferent periods and reasons for the changes. Such data can also be converted into elevation data, to acquire the
laws of changes in its area and volume in history and thus provide solid data support for analyzing the evolu-
tion of ecology, agricultural production and social customs at the lake.
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