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On the Possibility of the Character "Glutinous Rice" in the Oracle
Script:Discussion with Mr. SU Cheng'ai

ZENG Xiong-sheng

(Insititute for History of Natural Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190)

Abstract: There are two characters in the oracle bone script, one consisting of the word for cereal
grain after shelling and "jug" for a wine altar, and the other consisting of the radicals for seedlings and water.
The former was originally interpreted as rice; the latter was originally interpreted as millet, and then it has al-
so been interpreted as rice. Now, Mr. SU Cheng'ai has reinterpreted both of them, and he has examined them
from the perspective of the Shang dynasty's food, drinking customs, and language habits, combined with tex-
tual usage, phonetics, character shapes, vessel shapes, and agricultural times, and concluded that they are
"rice" and "glutinous rice" respectively. In this paper, we review the evidence of SU and conclude that most
of them are hardly to establish, and the possibility of the existence of the word "glutinous rice" in the oracle
bones is very small.
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