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Rethinking the Characteristics of the Bronze Age Agriculture in the
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Abstract: Both the Wangjinglou site and the Chezhuang site are located in the Central Plains, and are
the representative sites of the Central Plains during the Bronze Age. A total of 466 flotation samples from
various periods were collected from the Wangjinglou site and the Chezhuang site, and 63781 charred plant re-
mains were unearthed. Both sites show the characteristics of dry farming. The crops are mainly planted with
foxtail millet and broomcorn millet. However, in different stages, the agricultural production at the sites
showed obvious characteristics of the times. On the one hand, two changes of agricultural development in

the Bronze Age in the Central Plains are described in detail based on the flotation results of several sites in
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the Central Plains, i.e. the "change of Xia and Shang dynasties" shows the rise of wheat and the "change of
Shang and Zhou Dynasties" shows the decline of rice. On the other hand, on the basis of previous studies, the
influence of settlement grade and political factors on agricultural production is further analyzed.

Key Words: Bronze Age; the Central Plains; agricultural economy; the Wangjinglou site; the Che-

zhuang site
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¥ B3E Salsola collina 8 82
&/ Chenopodium sp. 6 227
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