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Abstract: The wheat and barley were introduced into southwest China during the Shang Dynasty. As
can be seen from the archaeological evidence, the chronology of wheat and barley remains in southwest Chi-
na shows an obvious tendency that west and north region is earlier than east and south region. By integrating
the archaecobotanical materials in southwest China and the surrounding areas, we explore the two candidate
transmission routes of the wheat and barley. The north route, supported by the original millet-based agricul-
ture translocation and related cultural features, postulates that wheat and barley came in from Gansu and Qin-
ghai. While the west route, supported by archaeological evidence, suggest the route might have been from
the north and south edge of the Tibetan plateau. In addition, after translocated into southwest China, wheat
and barley experienced totally different attitude by the local residents. People in the plain areas tend to have
a stable agricultural system, which is not readily impacted by exotic crops. As a consequence, wheat and bar-
ley have always occupied only a small share of all crops and did not incite the original agricultural system at
all. While in the mountainous areas, the agricultural system has shown a diverse feature and was easily affect-

ed by the new species. The acceptance of wheat and barley could be a good example. The original crop sys-
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tem was broken after the wheat and barley were introduced, and some sites even transferred into wheat and
barley based agriculture.
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