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Empirical Rationality and Natural Justice:On the Natural Law of
Agriculture from the Pre-Qin Dynasty to the Early Han Dynasty

CHENG Zhengju

(School of Criminal Justice, Henan University of Economics and Law, Zhengzhou 450046)

Abstract: Natural law refers to a natural phenomenon produced by law, which is the expression of the
inevitability of the development of objective things and the rationality of human activities. Agriculture is a
production department that uses the vitality of natural organisms to transform the material and energy of na-
ture into the means of life for human survival and development. It follows the inevitability of the develop-
ment of objective things, and the rationality of human activities is necessary for the development of agricul-
tural production. Distribute land fairly to ensure that land ownership is not infringed and improve the effi-
ciency of land use; Follow the season of forest and fishery production; The tithe tax system was implement-
ed, and the tax policy of adjusting measures to local conditions and circumstances was adopted according to
the type of business the residents were engaged in; Ensure the labor force required for agricultural produc-
tion in terms of labor dispatching and border defense dispatching, and judicial activities should avoid busy
farming hours. Empirical rationality and natural justice are the main content of China's early agricultural nat-
ural law and the important content of China's ancient agricultural civilization.
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