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Goddess, Water, People: The Change of the Main God of Jinci Tem-
ple in the Northern Song Dynasty and the New Analysis of Related
Historical Materials

HU Yingze FAN Huihui

( Chinese Social History Research Center, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006)

Abstract: Jinci Temple is the first temple in the Three Jin Dynasties, which originated from the story
of Tang Shuyu, "Tong Ye Feng brother" of King Cheng, the duke of Zhou. After the destruction of ancient
city Jinyang in the Northern Song Dynasty, the meaning of Jinci Temple changed. In the Northern Song Dy-
nasty, Tang Shuyu was named the King of Fendong. The God of Jinshui was to show the spirit of the God-
dess. Later, the status of the Goddess exceeded that of Tang Shuyu Temple, and the cultural elite tried to give
the identity of the Goddess Yijiang, to resolve this problem. The ritual system needs concrete practice. There-
fore, it is not a simple observance of ritual rules by local officials to perform their duties, nor is it a formal
practice by cultural elites adhering to Confucianism. It also needs the participation of folk practices to pro-
vide continuous guarantee in organizational, economic and other aspects. Before the appearance of the God-
dess , Tang Shuyu Temple had a close relationship with the local society. After the Goddess canonized the
God Jinshui, Tang Shuyu did not have the function of the water God, and was mainly valued by the cultural
elite, lacking the basis for contact with the local society. This is an important reason for the prosperity of the
Goddess Hall and the decline of Tang Shuyu Temple.
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