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"Where there is benefit, drawback comes along":Reed, Reed Land, and
Water Conservancy Construction of Qing Dynasty in Jifu(Z4#) Area

SHAO Hua

(School of History and Culture, Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081 )

Abstract: Reed was a plant that had a great impact on water conservancy and livelihoods of the people
in Jifu district. As a land type, reed land was also important. Reeds were widely used in river engineering as
a kind of important material. Reed land was not only land for planting reeds, but also affected the water con-
servancy of Jifu area in terms of land reclamation and local finances. Reeds were also valuable in the lives of
the people, not only for bottomland reclamation, but also to ensure a certain amount of income when flood-
ing. Reeds were also important as fuel and raw materials for handicrafts such as mat weaving industry. In
spite of these benefits, the relationship among reeds, reed lands, the reclamation of the beaches, and the wa-
ter conservancy in Jifu area was like the saying: "where there is benefit, drawback comes along". For local
people, benefits of reeds were not only tiny, but also unstable. Reed lands were also breeding ground for lo-
custs. For the water conservancy of Jifu area, reed lands accelerated siltation and riverbed elevation, reduced
flood absorption capacity of lakes and pools, thus increased the difficulty of water conservancy management
and investment of Qing government.
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