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The Main Contents and Basic Clues of Traditional Chinese
Agronomic Thoughts

QI Wen-tao

( Chinese Agricultural History and Culture Research Center , Northwest A&F University , Yangling 712100)

Abstract: Core concepts of traditional Chinese agronomy, such as Sancai, conforming to climate condi—
tion and land productivity, qi, yin—yang and intensive cultivation, are analysed, and their relationships were
established. Agronomic thoughts can be divided into philosophical content, scientific content and technical
content. Conforming to climate condition and land productivity is the basic principle of traditional Chinese a—
gronomic thoughts. Under its guidance, traditional Chinese agronomic thoughts contain the philosophical and
ethical idea of following heaven, the scientific knowledge of favorable climate condition and land productivity,
the scientific theory that uses qi and Yin—yang as its tool, and intensive cultivation technology system. Its sci—
entific content is regulated by its philosophical content, as well as its technical content is directed by ist philo—
sophical and scientific content.
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