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A Study on the Reporting System of Crop Yield
in the Tang and Song Dynasties

GU Cheng-rui  LIU Xin

( School of History, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract:With the development of state’s economy function, the Court and local authorities needed in—
formation of crop yield all over the country. During the period of Emperor Song Zhenzong, a reporting system of
crop yield was built. This paper holds that the analysis of crop yield regulation in Tiansheng Statutes didn’t
derived from Tang Dynasty. The court of Tang Dynasty got crop information from rainfall and grain price. Xun—
yuan collected crop information in later Tang Dynasty, providing references for government procurement and
relief. The harvest information was needed for Fengshan. This prompted the foundation of reporting system. It
made the court readjust supply before the market movement. In fact, local authorities reported harvest before
reaping crops in oredr to get a good mark from the central government. So the Court of Song developed more
ways to get accurate information of crop yield.
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