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Tobacco Growing and the Development of Agriculture
Commercialization in Dutch Inland Areas during the Golden Age

SUN Hai-peng

(School of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210046)

Abstract:Since the 16th century, driven by the market economy, the commercialization of Dutch agri—
culture has been significantly strengthened. While labor division in coastal villages was expanding, inland
provinces also participated in the market economy. For example, from early 17th century, with a strong demand
for tobacco consumption, Utrecht, Gelderland, Overijssel and other inland provinces in Dutch Republic estab—
lished a market—oriented tobacco growing under the initiative of commercial capital. After 1660, faced with a—
gricultural depression, landlords increased their investment in tobacco cultivation, share cropping system was
gradually established. During this period, Dutch inland peasants innovated a number of tobacco growing tech—
niques, tobacco yield per unit area was thus improved. Tobacco growing in modern Netherlands reflects the
contrast between inland and coastal agriculture is smaller than often supposed, and Dutch inland peasants are
closely contacted with market economy.

Keywords: Dutch Republic; tobacco growing; commercial agriculture; share—cropping; technological
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