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The Lake Fields Floods and Water Conservancy Maintenance
in the River Valley Plain of the Eastern Zhejiang Province

in Late Ming Dynasty
——An Analysis of the Zhuji County

GENG Jin

(Institute of Chinese Historical Geography, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433)

Abstract: After the middle Ming Dynasty, the downstream of Pu Yang River diverted northward into the
Qiantang River completely, the water environment in the middle reaches of the river was radically changed in
Zhuji area. During this period, Local people continue to develop lake Fields, so the conflict of drainage and
farmland development was became more intense. Local officials insisted on governing the river and lake fields
together. in order to ease the flooding pressure, Local officials built embankments to prevent the river burst in
shoal land, kept the rivers smooth, and maintained very hard the low—lying marshes of lake field to retain the
water. On the other hand , prohibited to raise fish through building nets, planting trees and other behaviors of
blocking the flow of the river, in addition, cut "Hui" to facilitate the discharge in the middle reaches of river.
"Hui" related to the conflict of interests between the upstream and the downstream of the river,and the contra—
dictory conflicting also was been loosening because the river was diverted in the middle Ming Dynasty.
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