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Additional Imposition and Partial Reversion:
a Study on Grain Expropriation in Jiaodong Liberated
Areas during Early Days of Civil War

DENG Guang

( Department of History, East China Normal University , Shanghai 200241)

Abstract: During the War of Resistance against Japanese, Landowners and rich peasants were the main
source of the Grain expropriation in the district of the Civil Administration of Jiaodong. Conversely, this prac—
tice resulted in large—scale selling of plots of lands and dramatic falling of the number of Landowners and rich
peasants at that period. In turn it had impaired the government’s revenue. Meanwhile, the method of the Grain
expropriation substantially dampened the peasantry’s enthusiasm. After the Victory of the War, with the goal to
eliminate its drawback, the Civil Administration of Jiaodong had worked out two regulations on Grain expropri—
ation, in which it reduced the rich peasants’ burden and correspondingly increased the middle and poor peas—
ants’ proportion. On the outbreak of the civil war, due to financial strain and short supply of commissariat, the
Administration were compelled to make an additional imposition. Being aware of the issue, the Administration
gave back some part of the public grain to the middle and poor peasants to relieve their difficulties. The case
study indicates that the government in liberated area had faced the troubles in acquiring the resources from ru—
ral areas even in the early stage of civil war.
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