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The Analysis on the Commercial Development of the Silk
Road in the Tang Dynasty between Xizhou and Qiuci

ZHANG An-fu

( Department of History, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234)

Abstract: The Silk Road from Changan via Xizhou and Qiuci is an important channel for foreign trade in
the Tang Dynasty. The Anxi Protectorate, which is in charge of the military and political affairs, is successively
set in Xizhou and Qiuci and it has greatly promoted the expansion of the trade routes and merchants of this two
places. However, on the nature of the Silk Road commercial development, the trade in Qiuci embodies the
characteristics of military activities, such as the transshipments of military supplies and horses and the ex—
change of daily consumption commodities of garrison soldiers and their families. Xizhou commodity market is
more developed that it has rich material goods, matured commercial trades and frequent international trade ac—
tivities. Thus, Xizhou and Qiuci have closely connections on business trade and they also have strong comple—
mentary. And because of this, Xizhou becomes the important commodity supply ground and strategic rear of
Qiuci. During the stable period, Qiuci also has a developed transshipment business trade owing to its important
geographical location.
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