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A Review of the Animal Husbandry in Hefei Area in Ming Dynasty

CHEN Rui

( History Institute of Anhui Academy of Social Science, Hefei 230051)

Abstract: Ming Dynasty attached great importance to developing animal husbandry centered on horse and
cattle raising, which was meant to reinforce its national defense, to improve its agriculture and to consolidate its
feudal governance and sovereignty. As a strategic barrier and stronghold guarding the imperial Capital, which
was later Nanjing, Hefei area in Ming Dynasty turned out to be one of the most important farming bases of horse
and cattle husbandry. And in particular, the founding emperor Zhu Yuan-zhang’s institutional design and
construction and the constant adjustment and improvement did exert a profound impact on the animal hus—
bandry in Hefei area. Correspondingly, through Ming Dynasty, the horse raising policy and system in this area
experienced continuous modifications, which, by and large, resulted in an increasing burden upon the horse
raisers and even subjected them to the danger of bankruptcy. In order to ease the raisers’ burden, the feudal
rulers practiced some flexible measures such as exemption, reduction and alteration to deal with the regular
horse tribute to the emperor, or temporarily suspended the levy of the raisers’ horse debt. The literature
available about the cattle husbandry in Hefei area in Ming Dynasty, which is relatively rare, does reveal much
about the local civilians’ forced raising of official cattle and the resulting heavy burden on their shoulders.
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