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Research on Tea Economy of Hunan in Song Dynasty

ZHOU Fang-gao PENG Lu

(School of Humanities ,Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201)
Abstract: Tea is the most popularly planted economic plant in Hunan in Song Dynasty. At that time, al—
most all counties plant tea and its output is in the front rank in the whole country. There are various, famous
and high—quality tea in Hunan. The tea’s prices of purchasing and trading also can reflect the tea’s good

quality in Hunan. The small amount of tea which produced by Hunan is sold in local district and most of them

are transported to middle terminal market QueHuoWu, finally sold in Kaifeng as the center of the sur—
rounding northern areas and ethnic minority areas. The development of tea economy of Hunan in Song dynasty
benefit from Hunan’s fine natural condition, long history of tea planting, the development of agriculture and the
continuous growth of population.
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