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A Study on the Historical Materials of Farming Soldiers
in Han Dynasty Wooden Slips from Jianshui Jinguan

YAO Lei
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Abstract: The farming soldiers which are seen in Han Dynasty Wooden Slips from Jianshui Jinguan
were mainly coming from the interior counties such as Huaiyang, Liang and Henan. They were mainly in young
and had the titles. In the conscription, they had adhered to the principle of title, and “only one soldier is con—
scripted from one village”. The daily management has a perfect organization and regulation. The hiring labor
has appeared. It was possible for them to study. During the Han dynasty, the farming soldiers were the special
group in the Northwest frontier. By combining farming and warfare, they have made important contribution to
the development of Northwestern agriculture as well as the prosperity and stability of the border.

Keywords: Han Dynasty Wooden Slips from Jianshui Jinguan;farming soldiers;native place;conscrip—

tion ; daily life
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