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Interpretation of the Harvest of Hemp in Oracle

Bone Inscriptions
——Discussion on the cultivation technology of hemp of Shang Dynasty

ZHANG Jun-tao

(The Yellow River Civilization and Sustainable Development Research Center,The Yellow River Cultural Heritage and Modern

Civilization Construction of Henan Province Collaborative Innovation Center, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001 )
Abstract: Because there was no interpretation of the Oracle word hemp before, its cultivation techniques
of the Shang Dynasty was not clear. Hemp is one of the most important crops in the Shang Dynasty, It is differ—
ent from the sickle harvesting tools of millet wheat,rice and other crops,the harvest tool of hemp is axe. The
hemp harvest month on Shang dynasty and its Chinese traditional harvest time is the same. Through the inter—
pretation of the words of the Oracle hemp harvest, we can understand the hemp cultivation techniques of the
Shang Dynasty ,Seasonal agriculture etc.
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