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The Sociological Analysis on Water Rights Disputes
in Rural Areas of Southern Xinjiang during The Republic of China

——Based on Rural Community of Southern Xinjiang and The Historical Files of Hetian Region
LI De-zheng

( Research Center of Modernization of Social Governance of Xinjiang,Shihezi University, Shihezi 832003)

Abstract:Since the Central Government had established provincial administration in Xinjiang, it had the
same agricultural tax as in the inland China, the population and the acres had become the parameters of tax
rate. As a result, the principle of the distribution of water rights in rural areas of southern Xinjiang was
developed: the amount of water using was determined by the amount of land tax (in form of grain) paid. And the
system of irrigation which based on the principle of water rights distribution was quite strict. However, due to
the dilemma of "Involution of State Power", the rural areas of southern Xinjiang had maintained the type of
“Fusion of Religion and State” social structure during the Republic period. This kind of social structure had a
great influence on the occurrence and solution of water rights disputes in rural areas of southern Xinjiang.
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