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The Relationship between Traditional Agriculture Ethics and
Chinese Agricultural Civilization

WANG Si-ming LIU Qi-zhen

(Institution of Chinese Agricultural Civilization, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095)

Abstract: The Chinese nation has regarded agriculture as the living basis since ancient times. In the
long—term practice of agricultural production, systematic and extensive farming techniques experience has been
accumulated by ancient ancestors, who have formed a thought of agricultural science and technology system of its
own, and have shaped a characteristic agriculture ethical theory gradually. The Chinese agriculture civilization
gave birth to the traditional agriculture ethics. Meanwhile, the traditional agriculture ethics dominated and con—
strained the historical process of Chinese agriculture civilization development. They are dialectical unified, com—
plement each other, which went through a long process of evolution together. The farming and animal husbandry
development history of more than ten thousand years has produced many agricultural production principles and
ethics in China, such as "nature, earth, human being and crops Four—element Theory", combination of land use
and conservation, complementation of agriculture and animal husbandry, ete. Traditional agriculture ethics has a
lot of vivid and concrete forms in the practice of the agricultural production. Traditional agricultural ethics is an
important factor that makes the ancient Chinese civilization up to now, which plays a positive role in guiding ref-
erence to the achievement of sustainable development of modern agriculture with Chinese characteristics.
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