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Setaria Italica-Panicum Miliaceum:Swine On the Formation and
Development of the Primitive Dry Agriculture Type

ZHAO Yue-yun FAN Zhi-min

( Chinese Agricultural History and Culture Research Center , Northwest A&F University, Yangling 712100)

Abstract: Dry agriculture type is a kind of structural combination of planting and rising, which is
mainly based on dry farming and meanwhile takes livestock farming as auxiliary. From the late paleolithic age
to the early neolithic age, the change in natural environment , cultural tradition , life style and subsistence mod-
el reveals that it was ready for agriculture to come into being in this period. The agricultural objects of dry agri—
culture type, such as setaria italica,panicum miliaceum and swine, were explored together in many sites of the
middle neolithic age ,which indicated the rudiment of agricultural structural combination was formed. Dry agri—
culture type was finally formed in the late and the last period of the neolithic age and acquired a further devel-
opment, which manifested in a lot of aspects. Such as the gradually convergence of the dry agriculture type in the
northern area, the completeness of agricultural structural combination, the reasonable development of planting
and rising system and the diversification of the objects of planting and stock farming. The production mode of ev—
ery agricultural objects were compatible with each other, and agricultural industry finally became the main body
of human subsistence model. Still there need a further ponder and discussion on the promoting effect of the for—
mation and development of dry agriculture type on Chinese early civilization process in the northern area.
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