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On the Cultivation Environment and Tillage Method of the
Settlement of the Sanyangzhuang Site in the Han Dynasty

FU Kui

( Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, History Research Institute, Beijing 100732)

Abstract: The settlement of the Sanyanzghang site is located on the floodplain of the Yellow River in the
Han dynasty. The embankments were necessarily constructed to prevent the deluge of the Yellow River, so the
seasonal floods couldn’t threaten the settlement and the agriculture. The soil texture of the settlement of the
Han dynasty consists of silty clay and silty loam. Because the high content of silt, the chance of long term wa—
terlogging and runoff was lower in the conditions of normal rainfall. Between the late Western Han dynasty and
the early Eastern Han dynasty, a cold and dry climate lasted considerably long. In such cultivation environ—
ment, the technique of cultivating farmlands with alternate ridges and ditches is probably similar to the techno—
logical systems of Daitianfa, crops in the ditches to better storage capacity and strengthen drought resistance,
not projected for the sake of drainage.
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