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The Management of Official Farm Tools in Bamboo
Slips about Qin during Warring States Period

ZHANG Bin

( Department of History, Capital Normal University, Beijing, 100089)

Abstract: The Qin government has a large number of official farm tools during the Warring States
Period, but there are few records about their management in traditional literature. The data in bamboo slips
shows that these tools are grasped by the county heads and commissioners who are sent by neishi( A % ). They
are made by gongshi( T'% ). Sikong( 8] & ) is the person in charge when these tools are used on the public land
by criminals and slaves and tiansefu (& <5 X ) is the principal when these tools are used on the private land by
farmers. The official farm tools are stored in the warehouse after using and finally recycling sold by danei (K #)
and shaonei (2 M )when they are ruined. The Qin government implements a strict inspection measures and
supporting security to official farm tools. On the one hand, it promotes the development of agriculture; on the
other hand, it makes sure that the government controls over the advanced tools firmly.
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