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The Annals of Ganzhi(Heavenly Stems & Earthly Branches) and
the Stability of Early Tang Dynasty’s Household Registration

SUN Ning

(School of History & Tour Culture, Shanxi Normal University, Linfen 041004)

Abstract: The household registration system in ancient China had been matured in Tang Dynasty. It did
practice on three—year cycle. The sixth year of Wude was a significant one for making the census register legal—
ly. The Ganzhi of this year was Guiwei(the Year of the Goat).According to the code Zaoji yi Jinian (Chou, Chen,
Wei, Xu), there was 45 years for household surveys in principle. The data had the coincidence with 15years in
the Dunhuang—Turfan’s household registration documents. Because of the cyclicity of the Ganzhi, the stability
of Tang’s household registration system had been maintaining for over 100 years. It had virtually no impact on
the stability by these factors such as political situation, reign—titles, regional difference and so on.
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