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Abstract: The rulers of the Ming Dynasty took the agriculture as the basis of the nation's development,
they conceived that, when the population is prosperous, there will be enough manpower to open up new land
which is the source of state taxes. Therefore the more land is cultivated, the more the state tax accumulated.
Based on this idea, they formulated the corresponding population policy. By recalling displaced persons and the
homeless, strict controlling of household registration, adjusting of population distributions, encouraging births
and other initiatives to stabilize social order, cultivate wasteland, increase the population, to match people and
farmland, therefore, the agricultural production had been recovered and developed.From the relationship
between the population policy and agricultural development in the early Ming Dynasty, we can see that the high
importance attached and the associated actions taken by the government was the subjective conditions of the
agricultural development. The complementarity of the population policy and other policies provides the premise
and basis for the agricultural development; these polices conformed to the objective needs of society and
economic principle, which is the root cause of agricultural development. In addition, the population policies of
the early Ming Dynasty also brought about some negative impacts such as the inequality of farmland, taxes and
corvee, and ecological deteriorations.
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