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Daily Path of Saving the Nation by Education:A Survey on
Xugongqiao Improvement Experiment (1926-1934)

XIAO Tian HAO Pei-lin

(Sociology School of Soochow University, Soochow 215123 )

Abstract: Chinese Vocational Educational Institute stays in Xugongqgiao Community (Kunshan, Jiang—
su), tries their best to improve the country life, so as to creatively open a daily path of saving the nation by edu—
cation. As for the practitioner, country worker with the identity of outcomer affirm that, in Xugongqiao improve—
ment experiment, even relying on country leader, local cadre training and villagers mobilization are assuredly
the social responsibility of them, the effective community self-governance entirely depends on the active and
independent improvement of the natives, which is the so called action of emic role. In regard to the means and
methods, as the daily practice of combinationism of affluence and education, the life education with the center
of livelihood stands the pivot position in Xugongqiao improvement experiment, which concretely presents the
dialectical unity relationship between ‘affluence’and ‘education’. In the perspective of life ideal, intellectuals
cherishing traditional dream for the idyllic land with scientific guidance in baptism of times, then mixing tradi—
tional and modern elements together, thus design a fairly well—off society of modern times for Xugonggiao. Xu—
gongqiao experiment led by Chinese Vocational Educational Institute is the typical exemplification that modern

Chinese intellectuals explore the path of saving the country and the people, and the project changes principle
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involved in it demonstrates the unique historical value.
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