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On the Government Public Functions of Developing the Polder
of South of the Yangtze River in the Southern Song Dynasty
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Abstract: In developing the polder of south of the Yangtze River in the southern song dynasty, the
government public functions were very important, its functions of building and management and controlling
changed according during different political and economic situations. During the Gaozong emperor period, the
functions were reflected in building, management and controlling were defective to solve the government’s sta—
bility and finance and livelihood issues. During Xiaozong and Guangzong emperor period, management and
controlling were main to ease the floods and droughts of polder. The period after Ningzong, the government gave
up the polder policy combining with livelihood issues and adopted the polder policy laying particular stress on
polder taxes, the management was executed combining with polder taxes and controlling were dredging polder
and indulging landlord build the polder again. The characteristic of the government public functions of devel—
oping the polder of South of the Yangtze River in the southern song dynasty: the starting point of policy and
practice of polder was increasing the state tax revenue;The government paid attention to building and ne—
glected management and controlling; controlling private building the polder was short; combining the polder
building with water conservancy construction was short, and so on.Because the development of the government
public functions was short , the development of the polder of south of the Yangtze River and Taihu Basin es—

pecially was out of control and ecological damage was serious and the floods and droughts were frequent.
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