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Exploration on Corn Price Fluctuation in Medieval England
MA Ze-min

( History and Culture School, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610065 )

Abstract: There are four kinds of main agrarian production, including wheat, rye, barley and oat in
medieval England and they are also important commerce in market. In medieval manorial accounts, there are
detailed corn exchange cases and plentiful related price documents. The fluctuation of corn price can be divid—
ed into three stages, persistent rising from late twelfth century to early fourteenth century, high volatility dur—
ing the Great Famine and the Black Death, declining and divergence after 1375.Corn price is apt to a produc—
tive circle between seed and harvest, and varies in different region in England. At the same time, some price
discrepancies own to corn quality. Both population’s consumer demand and coin quantity are key causes of
corn price fluctuation, while bad weather makes price up and down sharply. Fluctuation of corn price reflects
primitive and low—productive agricultural economy in medieval England.
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Hh: 20 35 [ ) A P A0 HE /N EE (Wheat ) \ K32 (Barley ) 223 (Rye ) (FHEZE (Oat) , 5222 (Legumes ) L &
RAFAY), 2 Wik (Maslin, s & Fo 2 % 69324 ) , fEH A7 (Dredge, X & Fo ik & 69046 ) 55 @
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(D D.J.Stone, "The Consumption of Field Crops in Late Medieval England", in C.M.Woolgar, D.Sergeantson and T.Waldron.,
Food in Medieval England, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006,pp.13.
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Campbell,English Seigniorial Agriculture 1250-1450, Cambridge:Cambridge University Press, 2000, p.238-246.

(3 B. M. S.Campbell,English Seigniorial Agriculture 1250-1450, p.240-241,246.

@ B. M. S.Campbell,and Overton Mark, "A New Perspective on Medieval and Early Modern Agriculture: Six Centuries of N—
orfolk Farming ¢.1250-¢.1850", Past and Present, No.141,(1993), pp.54.
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Manchester and New York:Manchester University Press, 1991, p.193.
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A E 5B AR 2/3 DL RO K R B I KR A DASREUER T .

INETEITA AR T BB T RIVEA R A AL, SRAEHE Z A ROZ TC Ik = I, b
MTAEFAEORTE 2%, FF AR UOE T DA S A AR B o7 S B el 571 4, IR IL , /N22 (R 38 48 L 2 e 119, 3
WK AN FLAVEYI (Cash Crop) . B DLJRIAA 13 HHEZ2 R FE el v i /N2 A i B A I —2FE 1M T 4,
13 e K XA He Bl BTS2 /3 L ES . RYIeE 2 ik R I 13 el /N G B B 50%
g, B 14 e EFHE 70%9 . TR AR EERS S, RIS R R R R, NER R R
(A o ABXERRIEIRZ T , NATTA TG 7Kl 1 v, A RO UL RE A% TH 2R Aok /INA2 IV Y F TR 6, DT i/
T/NERIH A B KRG R TE RARE 2 Ik, A8 FU IR [ o R lR 1 B9 22 I vk , i HL.OT
ST 16 BRAEIR e B A BRI A A W L2y ok 2 B RS Sk LR AR R ek L, e
B THEREZ A, AT R R B2 R AS AR, RO B R )R, TR
T S AR, T 45 Tt 7 B S atie A DA SR T DT e BRI AL R AE — b 7 b A BRSNS
Rl AR 7S Ak, 748 550 Rl - B BRAS SN 35 04 , 1288-1315 4F15 1375-1400 4FEHH FL , /IN22 FIB 2 (1
BRI 48% 28% R3] 34% 6% , i K2 FIFHEAZ i BRI I 34% .22% 1T+ 2 41% .37%°

JUE R A PR R S b i LR DM DS A (B AN HERR A I s i B . b
T2 38 [ 7EAR L B A R 1) FE PR 57 2 v, =8 BT I R D B AR S AT A 2
HIX®, NKBARYZEARF , th ORI, i HoA ok, s 3 FRE— N5 . 1300-1500 4FH]
15 AMRTTA 1 e, 3T O 164618 S i, ik (4L 23859 it Hh ARk MY 7 £52,

XTI B R GEIC IR T W BUE RS (Pipe Rolls) , FBUE B FEITRZ —RHF % T RIA, KRG
IOk T EESTBCAE N, G2 M A , 10 AR 3 He 4R, BT fc i 1) 2 5 ) —
1129-1130 4FRYERY® . I 12 LB FFAG A0 58 1 [ S 1R [ B 2008, B I BUE A i 1
J el I {5 ( Competi, Manorial Accounts ), TEAH ML 20CE B—4F R (I IE O, DA a1 44, Horp 4y
WEE Sy, —%— B LSRR A EE EE MG E o 55— 5 e [l e 8 1 2 TR ) e 2 0

(D R.H.Hilton, A Medieval Society: The West Midlands at the End of the Thirteenth Century,Cambridge: Cambridge Univ—
ersity Press,1983,p.79,182.

(@ E.A.Kosminsky, Studies in the Agrarian History of England in the Thirteenth Century, Trans.Ruth Kisch, New York: Kelley
& Millman, 1956,p.216,223,191.

(® Wilhem Abel, Agricultural Fluctuations in Europe from the Thirteenth to the Twentieth Centuries, translated by Olive
Ordish,London:Methuen Co.ltd,1980,p6.

(@ N.S.B.Gras,The Evolution of the English Corn Market From The Twelfth to the Eighteenth Century, Cambridge: Havard
university Press,p.261-263.
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(— ) BN EEIIFE LK (1165-1314)

AN R AR B ey, B RIS B s BRI (R PRI S PR R 5 . S I/ N A
ICARIRT 1165 4F M BUE B RS, M4 R I E B /NE MR 1.78 64 (1 64 9.75 12 1)@, M
1165 4F2] 1199 4F3AT 21 4E A /NZ M ds Bl , X900 A& o 23.8 i1, 20 2 64 AR R AR Mg oK
- Uk Bl BE AT SRR 1175 4R 4 564 BRI 1175 4 R 2 1584 M 13 21 G
FIRKFCAT, NS LB AW TR R, 13 28 L2t SESM AR 4 564, 2 12 g
M 2.2 43, B AR RN A& 43 5K 6.42 1 2.29 564, 13 HEZE T 2RI/ N ks B #E— 251
BK L EA MG ERY 43 45, SE MR 5.5 84, 13 28 B M8 26% , Horb 27 AERYHr
FRAE 5 5642 B, Beahi s ok, e 9.23 564, i 2.88 264, 1295 4RI/ NE M AR 1A F5%
— P IR T, 55 ZAR(E T R R 4.83 S84 5 AR X INE 6.33 J54. 1301-1314 4EH e A& R
1309 4E1Y 7.98 54, el 3.65 Je 4, Mk KV 511 50 AR (H AR A% KIAH LU 3 & 1 a4
Z—o 12 22T, AN ks EEAE 1-2 Je A Z 1 5y, 13 g 2P 2224 3-7 a4 Z )ik 5,
TRt AR 4-8 A Z RIS, 14 W) 13 D T A AT, O 12 /N E )
(9 2.8 £, BRITT, 1165 4EF KRG T 2 Wi 150 4E /N NAR I RS A2 Fikny s,

AR 1 g, HaSYEA S/ EMER s BEME R ICEETE 1208 42, K
2.35 564 FEH S 107 4Er, kAR IR AR5 B R 00, 13 tH2g Foprt sl 3 464, T
14 A 4 464 BER/NENBEREY, 5/NEME R, SFEI M R /INEZ 1Y 81%, 178
INFEAR R I, BR BT B e B B AR N L 1257 AE/NE M IAE] 8.06 S, BB MR R 7.0958
A, HEAGE 13 AW B s Z — o 12 HHZAA0A 1190 F1 1192 454 REM M IIds®, Hh 158
A 13 g R R SE R Mg SRR kAR E 1 HL 14 a2 WA K MK EL R A i
MRS 1% VE RV P M AS BARF A, 3R/ N6 1 68.63% . 117 1A
BBRINCE T HE MR, 1A 12 MR S R AT, 13 L 2 5 ESC R RN A
W AERRFEZA, 3 89 AFEA AR ML E, F XM 2.04 J64 (A F/NE MY 41% , B

@ ST EMAS L AT AR B EE JET. Rogers,History of Agriculture and Prices in England,Vol.1-7. Oxford:The
Clarendon Press,1881-1902; W.Beveridge, Wages and Prices from Twelfth to Nineteenth Century in England, New York:
Longmans, Green andCo.,1939; D.L.Farmer,An Examination of Price fluctuations in Certain Articles in the twelfth, thir—
teenth and early fourteenth centuries, Thesis (D.Phil.), Oxford,1958.
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1 1165-1314 FEE T EB YN BAERE (A BB/ A
i Bt INZE A RS KA HeA k%
1165-1199 1.98 — 1.00 0.90
1200-1249 4.42 3.34 3.00 1.49
1250-1299 5.58 4.46 3.90 2.30
1300-1314 5.55 4.43 4.12 242

BRIV . D.L.Farmer, “Prices and Wages, 1042-1350", in Joan Thrisk, The Agrarian History of England and Wales, 1042-1350, Vol.2,
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988, pp.787-791.

(Z) BN IEHIRBIZLK B (1315-1375)

KAKTCENBICIGZ S5 (1) 25 4F , JeE AP As B0 T A 0, i Rl At 8 T 13 22 IOk A B
A, SO KB RIZLR N 8l . RKFEFES WA E—25 w220 i 15— A
W, 7T DATERS 2 AR i A AR A A 10 B T 4E T, 1315 Al 1316 4F[/NEZ FI i3k 14.91 F115.99
el JE 1300-1314 4 /NE MY 2.58 50 2.77 4%, 1317 AEFF LR 9% (HB R 15 8.20 649, LB/
FIGETT L  ARHT 401, 13151316 /NS A 16.67 F1116.48 S64. MEK T ™ B A X, M
M 5, 1316 AEFEAR /N Ak 3 40 (1 1 Wi H, EHREWIAE] T 30 1, it
26.7 JeAH0 20 Jp A, A BLAEMH ( Bridlington ) A4 AFICIAR 24 HIEAT /N Mk 2 30 564, A ik
BT 32564, CYIREALT 24 647 FET B A AAEIC S, /NEMARTE 1315 4ERTH8 T8
JIi 20 454 MiAE 1316 4F 6 A X BT —4%, 153 T 40 5649, WA @i mas , — B2 16 k2t rhit, 1
TARAAER B NAS L S Z HUE o B A R Rie 2 A Ak B T4 52 LISk e i 4, 1315-1316 4F
FIEEI M3 R 3 12.68.10.94 il 5.30 554, YIRBSTTT 15 4R 2 4%, BiJG S PAs I T %, 1321 4F
HTRE, ENNmismel bk, =Fayr 3t 9.92.7.60.4.23 %64, /NEM &L E]
13.23 54, MG — EBEALHE Z T P IRGH, 1322-1347 45/ . B3 | M MR NI
5.50.4.24.4.02 F1 2.38 564>, 5 13 t a0 1 Mtk FEAFE S,

TEICI R A YA L2 7 T AR 28k, AT A 16 AEAR B A 2B 2y, — V1A = RIS 3 B
FRREATHL 1T, T XA RE Sk — A N AE KR TR, N MARAL R 4.59 564, BBz Rz RN
WA I AE B R IR, R 2.76.2.42 .1.46 564, tb b —4F53 5 T K% 33% .49% 54%F1 45% . TR E
JEE T AR BRI, SRR RS AR SR TS A (B] 1 S /N AR 1 584, RN 0.75 5864, /6N 0.7
e, MEE R 0.5 640, IRMAEIERBERFA, PR AT B AN RS AR PRk ) L, 1349 4R (/N i
6.06 4c4, HHT—4F ik 32%,1350 4E /N E M kgL 2] 1348 4R 2 45, X — Lk — H R 3
1375 4F-, 13511375 4R [RI A/ NZE 49046 A 7.65 564, L 14 HZEWIAY 25 4FE F i 0.65 S64, bt

(D D.L.Farmer, "Some Price Fluctuations in Angevin England", The Economic History Review, Vol. 9, No.1 (1956), pp.37; D.
L.Farmer, "Prices and Wages,1042-1350", pp.787-795.

(@ J.E.T.Rogers, History of Agriculture and Prices in England:1259-1400,p.228-230.

(® B.W.Clapp,Documents in English Economic History 1000-1760,London:G.Bell & Sons Ltd,1977,p.26.

@ Ian Kershaw, "The Great Famine and Agrarian Crisis in England 1315-1322",Past and Present, No. 59 (1973). pp.8.

(3 D.L.Farmer, "Prices and Wages, 1042-1350",pp.790-791.

® Rosemary Horrox translated and edited, The Black Death, Manchester and New York: Manchester University Press, 1994,.
P73.
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O /N MRS e 1) 25 4F U HUE: 1362-1375 4R 0938940k 8.3 64, 1369 4Ef/N Ak A i , ik 3
17.10 554 i3 T ORI e W84 E F X0 . 1351-1375 4EIA] BB M0 K 5.16 454, e 14 D R
HIMRARG 0.20 564, T K FFEE (I 5.45 F1 3.04 564, 0 1165 AELIRMAR I = 1Y 25 48, T H.
KEMAS L 14 2 IR 25 AEREE H 10%., =FAYIHIARTE 1369 45183 KUK i 2 5 i,
4 10.89.,10.43 1 4.66 Je4C. HI, NBIERT G, Fl 2 1362-1375 4F L8 T H - 5 A4
el

(=) BN TS 55K (1376-1499)

WAEZR 2 s, 1375 45, SEE AP ks Kid T RE . 13761399 4RI/ NE Mg LURT 25 4F T F% T ik
30% , B3 KEMMEE I THET 27% 31%H 24%., 15 22 2R Y 0As BRI A 81T, /N2 A
BN LT 12%F0 15% 8 KA FIHEZ MAEH T % T 3% 6%, FELE | W] F ry#ads. 15 et Tt
B MR FATHARAS /N K I T MNAR F— KT [, /INZZ s I R i B e/ )N, R 22 FIlEE R
TR FER AR, IR 3] 1% 21%. 3FE—54050 &30, 7RI 125 48], 1440-1459 A28 A& IR, B4
PHET 13 2 F 2R A0S , REMAEAR K 13 28 EEmAKSF W, S I ihgE BT,

AR 15 RS 25 4F BRIMEE SN, WIS B B (H s e s SRR Z I S 7K
*2 1376-1499 £ HE T EBYNETIL

o INZEHE BN REMH TN
1376-1399 5.39 3.77 3.77 232
1400-1449 6.06 433 3.65 2.19
1450-1499 5.85 4.35 3.26 1.74
1440-1459 5.28 3.70 2.85 1.78
1475-1499 6.14 4.57 3.33 1.73

BERSKETE . D.L. Farmer, “Prices and Wages, 1348-1500" ,pp-503-505.

FIRITA WA YILE R 50 R B T RRIR B AR . NS ER TR 1Y 1440-1459 4,
HARBT B MR & T an T 13 2 TR ag 4 as, miH 15 et bRfnfl 1475-1499 4354048
1E 6 Se4 LU L #RAUR T PN S s B B 7K, BRI, /N2 A AT SR A AR 3 i KO o ey =
BAE 125 AEREA FRIRT 13 22 T 23540 o 8 s AR ) LU R 28 13 2 = 14
Mgy /N B KA MEEAMARIL A 10 0.81 £ 0.70 1 0.41;1315-1375 4RI L 12 0.72 ¢
0.71 : 0.41;1376-1499 4EH 1 : 0.74 = 0.61 : 0.36,15 tH42 T2 PURI AP AY LG A 1 2 0.78 £ 0.58 :
0.31, /N2 S MY I 2 BEFEZ TR . TEMARARA 1Y 1440-1459 4E[] X Fh 22 F 0K,
1:0.70 1 0.54 : 0.34, FH/INEMAR B IR TR, (0T BRI e/, ORI | 1 K22 R 22 i 7
1376-1499 4E[a) LT A I E , IR K, AR M As a3 B T e,

AT AT, 12 THZE I B 1314 4R RIS ZAT, SFPIks BREL LIRS 1315 F) 1375 4R,
B AEAE R KT A FNERBCIG Z ST B T PN i e, 76 R R TE 2 5 A A PRk B, IR AE R
FERRI S —AFTE N A A s 5 14 2B MRS 25 4F , S ks sl T 9%, 15 g 2 s [l 7t
{EAR PR AR P IR BN, 15 2RI T

(D D.L.Farmer, "Prices and Wages, 1348-1500",in Joan Thrisk, The Agrarian History of England and Wales, 1348-1500,C—
ambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991,p.502-503.
@ D.L.Farmer, "Prices and Wages,1042-1350", pp.788-791;D.L.Farmer,"Prices and Wages, 1348—1500", pp.502-505.
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(—) BUMIRHT S & 7= B HAHE T

stk 2e Bl s AR KW A B Be AR A, 1 FLZE [ — AP b 2w b T ARk 2 v, B
AFE RIS RS . D EREHORAE 10 A G — O i, M A T8, WG/ N E BRESENTNIR
BV TE RS PR K ME T H WIRG AL R G2 S 6 A Irin#E s, 8 A
AP PIARGE B, — ELEDR T AR A PR B ] . ISR Z 5 AT T LR R -4,
FIAE A TV #5 AR —4F AR RC, e B rp , 2R A o DR R 28 it 7 (3L O ol
AR . A L3k AR 30 R A B IR TS, IR 24 RGR I A E T 38R 8, itk e 5
BT AR RE SR AL 1-1.5 AR R, W2 5 AR EE, WALAE 3-4 A H BITH 3%, ARG SE 25 Fif
AR A, AR 22 b T, B K S R 2 i, R IR B R, A B kR A — A 5]
Wl Z R, L, ARk S w2 1-7 A im , mide 8 A 2] 12 A MNHAL. REHMAE 1 #
JE A/ IMEBE 13561357 AR IS /NEZ ks A 11 H/ANE IS RS R 6 564 8 i+, 2 —4F 2
AN 754 ,4 A LT3 7 564 4 fF1,7 Adt—4 58] 8 J54@, pbdh, 40 4 ZoR A B A Al i3y
ZHIE ST T AL, DAE T AK , IEfAIR Z )5 A s 78 A, A B e DUBIRAN A% Hh 5, T 43 == )
ATRIE B Y FE EILAH R i 2 iV S R T A0 ks e —4 22 A ik s 4 R
TR G TR B SR, b TR B S A SRR o b B 2 ke 2% 45)) v B
WadE L AT T 2 R, ol 50, 0 SR AR A 25 R e R AR A T8 , IRARAT
HEE AR A SN, T —AFul g Z 247 DIARIR R B 22 F] . @ A BT R 0 T 1 6L, B4R
B T E WA ST B PR R, D A RS, ] B AT SR TR 40 R T4 E TR A%
P ARATERAIER o 1299 AFSE R Y 12 I, BB 4 564 S04 LTS 10 Se40T,
BT 10 K, ILE FRES] 4 564 8 4, 8 1k, SER MTHE] 6 /64 o [+, 5 — i &S,

(D) BUMEEERENREMHE

1169 45 FH| X 22 /R 22 FH A SR A ARy ) 28 40, 2 P b ) Er . I AR/
Z NG R 1 564 3.5 [ ©, M RERPERFRRI A% =5t 6.5 1=, B 46% . Rk, [ T 2R A AFHE
WS/ INAZ 26 B A BTG /R , R IER B RTER D, 1172-1173 4E, PIJRIFE W4 /K (Chilhameastle ) fl) /N A2
Wk 1564 6 -1 MZERERATE 2 /64 4 -1, ZORMINMARIRE T 2 64 8 L. BEE T

@ [F J5 ) - e ] - DU AR 25 COE R PR PRl AR 15 ), e 75 1 2 198, A, i AR A, 2005 48, 55 60-65 3L,

(2 Mavis Mate, "Agrarian Economy after the Black Death: The Manors of Canterbury Cathedral Priory, 1348-91", The Eco—
nomic History Review, Vo037, No3.(1984), pp.342.

@[3 J5e BUBrFE I - UK - R B i L M R A 2 B St 2x ), SRR AR, AR SOk i At
2010 4F, 55 84 3L,

@ [ - PS8 W T4 g CF A EERETBE) , i/ Mrie, B 55 BB AR, 1995 48,26 89 BT,

(® R.H.Hilton, A Medieval Society: The West Midlands at the End of the Thirteenth Century, p.79-80.

© Summ, — PR RAL, H LT 12 AL ECE B T, N 1210 AEZ8 AT UGS AT IR, Hobd 55 JBiAR 4, A7
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