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Limitation of Water Conservancy: Review of Irrigation Water
Conservancy Development and Environmental Change in Dabie
Mountain Area during Historical Period

SHEN Zhi-fu

(School of History, Nanjing University, Nanjing, 210023)

Abstract: Mark Elvin has once proposed that "Water—control systems are where society and economy
meet the environment in a relationship that is more often than not adversarial". Based on his argument, this pa—
per investigates the interactive relations of environmental change in the development process of irrigation water
conservancy around Dabie Mountain Area during historical period. The article demonstrates the possible nega—
tive environmental influence caused by overexploitation of water conservancy systems. The interaction between
irrigation water development activities and small watershed’s overall ecological function often rendered as re—
verse in the southern mountain environment. Consequently, the paper indicates that water conservancy is an ir—
replaceable lifeline of agriculture, but also has its own value limits and utilization boundaries.
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