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Environment - Resource -Economy: A Fishery Study in the
Middle And Lower Reaches of Yangtze River in Tang Dynasty

XIA Fang-sheng

( College of History, Nankai University , Tianjin 300350)

Abstract: The middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze river facing the East China Sea, where are
densely covered river network and lots of lakes. And there is a good water structure, formed superior fishery
ecological environment. In Tang dynasty, there were countless fishery resources and all kinds of aquatic
products, most of them can be used as food and medicine. At that time, there were numerous methods of
production on fishery industry, catching method was various and accumulated rich experience in production. It
has also made great breakthrough and innovation on aquaculture technique and cultivation technology. The rise
of the fishermen class caught a large amount of fishery resources and put them into market circulation. On the
one hand, it pushed the specialization of fishery industry; on the other hand, it also promoted the
commercialization of fishery production, both of which influenced the development of fishery economy in the
middle and lower reaches of the Yangtze river in Tang dynasty.
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