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On the Oil Production and Applications from the Wei, Jin
to Sui and Tang Dynasties

WANG Xing-guang SONG Yu

(School of History, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001 )

Abstract: Oil is one of the necessaries of life. Our country had a long history of oil expression and uti—
lization. The technology of crushing plant grease began to appear in Han Dynasty. It was a crucial development
stage of oil manufacture from the Wei, Jin to the Sui and Tang Dynasties. There were professional families to
press oil in the Eastern Jin Dynasty. Oil pressing technique had made great development. Oil-bearing crops
were sesame, marijuana, common perilla, Brassica campestris, mustard, rutabaga, red and blue flowers, walnut,
Sapium sebiferum and so on. During this period vegetable oil replaced animal fat in food, fuel, lighting and
other applications step by step. Drying oil was widely used for oilcloth making, paint mixing, pottery produc—
tion, shipbuilding and so on. Oil was also extensively used in cosmetic and skin care, medical treatment and
other ways. Because of its waterproof, nutrition and health care, flammability and other natural properties, oil
was widely used in many aspects of social life. Through the exploration and summary of the oil applications it
can provide an important reference to the living situation in ancient social. It also has some reference value for
modern society.
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