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Locust Plagues and Related Prevention Measures
Recorded in Oracle Bone Script

LIU Ji-gang
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Abstract: The character “ % (#)” is commonly seen in oracle bone script, with the shape of an insect
with tentacles on the head and striking back wings. Later the Chinese character components ‘K and 7K were
added to“ § (#)”, which formed the original meanings of the character k. As an insect, K refers to the locust
while as a seasonal word, it refers to autumn. There are many records of locust plagues in oracle inscriptions .
In the Shang Dynasty, people dealt with the plague of locusts mainly by praying to Gods, burning with fire and
catching with nets.
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