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Abstract: The differences between urban and rural areas have existed all over the world but the fact that
urban—rural dualistic structure and the ethics formed based on it was solely belong to China. Cities appeared in
China when grassland agriculture of nomadic society transformed into cropland system, while people who
engaged in farming dwelled in villages countryside. With the development of society, the quasi urban areas
gradually developed into cities and became distinct from the rural areas. The cities were responsible for social
management, became a center of resources possession and distribution, while the rural took on the role of
safeguarding cities, producing agricultural goods and supplying resources for city dwellers. Thereby the
urban—rural dualistic structure with China characteristics was formed and subsequently an ethical system
appeared between urban and rural areas in order to couple with the dualistic situation. In thousands of years

China went through various historical stages and correspondingly set up ethics which fit to the stages, but the
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essence of the urban—rural dualistic structure has kept no change, the distinction between the two areas became
more obviousand gradually solidified. This structure occupied the top position of cultural ethics of traditional
agricultural society with far—-reaching influence. In order to understand this unique social structure and its
historical impacts, it is necessary to explore its emerging, developing and disappearing process , to clarify its merits
and demerits in the history and to provide a good reference for creating the agricultural ethics in the new era.
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