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Research on the Floriculture Industry in Modern Suzhou
ZENG Jing-jing* SHEN Jing?

( I.Institution of Chinese Agricultural Civilization , Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095;
2.College of Humanilies and Social Sciences, Nanjing Agricultural Universily , Nanjing 210095)

Abstract: Floriculture industry was an important form with strong local colour in Suzhou city economic
structure during Ming and Qing dynasties. Since modern time, because scented tea sold well in domestic and
international markets, the industry changed its market goal, specially cultivated fragrant flowers for making
scented tea. This transformation of market goal brought obvious improvements of intensive level of the garden
management, and created the higher productivity far more than that of rice cultivating. At the same time the
changes also got rise to some negative influences to itself. Firstly the peasants had to suffer double market rises
from both the unstable tea market and the middleman who not only cut down the flower price unreasonably but
also took high brokerage. Secondly, paying all attention on cultivating fragrant flowers for making scented tea
led to the extreme decline of ornamental flowers' proportion in the gardens, even the fragrant flowers with ex—
cellent quality but needing higher gardening skill also suffered an obsolete fate; yet the seedlings skills had no
radically improvement. So the horticulture skills did not achieve an all-round improvement.

Keywords: modern Suzhou; the floriculture industry; transformation; the fragrant flowers for making
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