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Research on the River Trail Transformation
in the Downstream of Puyang

YIN Ling-ling HUANG Qiang

( College of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University,Shanghai 200234)

Abstract: The river trail transformation in the downstream of Puyang is of great importance to the whole
of the water system in Zhedong area, the academic value is extremely significant. Over the years, there have
been several opinions on the flow direction of the river in downstream Puyang, Professor Cheng managed to
overturn the idea formed since Ming Dynasty during the 1980s, the evidence that Professor Zhu found in
historical articles in recent years pointed out the errors of Professor Cheng in his understanding of the localized
historical articles during the Song and Ming Dynasty, in turn denying his opinions on the transformation of
downsiream Puyang. The research that Professor Zhu made on the names of Yupu and Linpu can be very
beneficial to the understanding of the problem, but the idea of downstream Puyang flowing toward the east
before Mid—Ming Dynasty might still require discussion. This paper believes that downstream Puyang exits
Yupu from the west before Tang Dynasty, and spreading out North—ward, later separating in both east and west
during the late Tang Dynasty until south Song Dynasty, after that mainly flowing east into Sanjiangko from
South Song Dynasty to Ming Dynasty, and in the late—Ming the main course returns to the west. The flow
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direction of downstream Puyang is both limited by the difference in the landscape of eastern and western
Xiaoshao, and closely related to the back and forth movement of the exit to the sea of Qiantang River in
southern and northern directions. Comparing the specialty of eastern and western terrains, Puyang exits through
the west and flows toward Qiantang River from north—west, and as it makes its way easy into the sea, the more
descent it completes, and in turn causing increased flow speed, then making the distance of flow even shorter.
As for the straight north—west direction of Puyang, it depends on the fault line in its geological background.

Key words: Puyang; Xiaoshao plains;river trail transformation ; water systems
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