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Water Conservancy Dispute and Local Political Operation South
of the Yangtse River during Early Period of the Republic

CHEN Ling

( Department of History , Fudan Universily , Shanghai 200433 )

Abstract: As an important part of the local society motion, the water conservancy construction is not
only a public space of welfare, but also an important platform which power of the local minority groups to in—
terest conflicts. This paper focuses on Taihu Lake regions in early period of the Republic, through analysis the
hidden reason of water conservancy governance institutions setting and the widespread controversy of dredge
Baimao river or Mao lake \lake fields reclamation, to discuss the local elites in South of the Yangtse River how
to participate local politics as the background of regime change frequently. Research shows that the complexity
water conservancy controversy in early period of the republic south of the Yangtse River areas, not only reflects
the traditional period regional interests dispute, but also refraction the south of the Yangtse River local elites
dispute power pattern when the central government unstable.
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