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Several Issues on the Distribution of Grain by Local Government
of the Qin Dynasty
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Abstract:There were lots of records about the distribution of grain by the local government of the Qin
Dynasty, including both  “chubing” and “chushi”. And the former’s objects were rather diverse except these
kinds of criminals such as Chengdan, Chong, Guixin and Baican. Normally, “Chubing” took the way of monthly
distribution, which issued to individual. By contrast, “Chushi” was daily distribution and issued to many
people. The types of crops issued covered millet, rice, beans and wheat, and the millet was the most common
one, followed by rice. Before the unification of Qin, the He, legal rations of Lichen, referred to Limi, but it might
be converted into raw grain in the actual distribution. However, the rations were basically processing food in
Qin dynasty. The county granary’s competent official “Cang” or “Cangshou” was different from each other,
and generally presided over a quarter of the work in turn. In addition, the local government generally issued
grain at the beginning of the month, and distributed the rations of that month.
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