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Abstract: During the Ming and Qing dynasties (1368—1840), the sericulture industry in many regions of
the country was reclining, but it was booming in Jiangnan area, which became the most important production
area of silkworm nationwide. There are four main reasons behind this phenomenon. Firstly, because of the high
profit of the silkworm mulberry industry, many farmers in Jiangnan area began to grow mulberry instead of rice
to seek more economic benefits and reduce tax burdens. Secondly, the increasing demand of silk both at home
and abroad boomed the silkworm industry in Jiangnan area. Thirdly, the change of the natural environment in
Jiangnan area and the development of shoaly land and dry land promoted the planting of mulberry trees and the
production of mulberry leaves. Fourthly, the Chinese customs on silkworm and mulberry trees were especially
rich and colorful in Jiangnan area featuring silkworm month taboo and silkworm god worship, which, to a cer—
tain extent, guarantees the sound development of the silkworm industry.
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