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On the Overseas Investigation of Tea Industry and Its Influence
in the Late Qing and Early Republic of China Period

FAN Hui-chuan SHI Yun-li
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Abstract:In the end of 19th century, affected by the competition of the emerging tea—produoing
countries, the position of China tea in the international market went down from peak to trough. In order to get
the information about the development of the foreign tea industry directly or indirectly, from ordinary merchants
to court officials, all the far—sighted personages in China not only advocated and appealed for the improvement
of the tea industry, but also conducted different forms of multidimensional explorations on it, such as organizing
group visits and field surveys to explore the new tea—producing countries like India, Ceylon, and Japan, or
investigating tea transactions by attending the international exhibitions like World Expo. Through the
comparative analysis, they put forward the idea of improvement, involving almost all the aspects of the
industrial chain—from tea cultivation, tea garden management, the introduction of tea machinery and
technology, to company management, advertisement expenditure, reform of tax system, and so on. The results of
those investigations were applied to the domestic practice of the improvement of the tea industry, which proved
rewarding, however, owing to the limited conditions, there existed some limitations in the investigation.
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