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A Review on the Growth of Non-governmental Social Assistance
from the Differences between the She Storage and the Yi Storage
of the Qing Dynasty
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Abstract: The Qing Dynasty actively advocates non—governmental forces to participate in social
assistance, as a result the She Storage and the Yi Storage arise as the main part of the non-governmental
storage of the period. The development of the two Storages bears a distinctive feature of multi—stages: the She
Storage takes the lead to be popularized nationwide in the early Emperor Yongzheng Era; it declines in the
Emperor Jiaqing and Daoguang Era, providing the impetus for the Yi Storage to be gradually popularized
nationwide. In the Emperor Tongzhi and Guangxu Era only the Yi Storage revives among the various Storages.
The differences of the two Storages are mainly seen in the following aspects: in location, the She Storage are
usually established in the countryside, while the Yi Storage are more often established in cities; in organization
and administration, the She Storage have more governmental interferences and thus not working well, while the
Yi Storage are relatively effectively administrated by the gentry groups; in main function, the She Storage aims
to relieve the peasants’ difficulty in time of temporary shortage through paid loan, while the Yi Storage engages
in helping refugees pass hard times through free relief; in sources of grain, the She Storage usually apportions
the total of its grain storage to peasants, while the Yi Storage mainly rely on the voluntary contributions of the

gentry groups. The development of the two Storages itself means the gradual growth of non-governmental
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forces, and the decline and rise of the She Storage and the Yi Storage further demonstrates the growth of the
non—governmental social forces in the area of social assistance.
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