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The Exchanges of Sericultural Knowledge between China and
the West in the Late Qing Dynasty

——A Case Study of Pebrine in France and China
SONG Yuan-ming

(L.Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190:
2. Universily of Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100049)

Abstract: In the mid—nineteenth century, the outbhreak of pebrine almost destroyed European sericulture
industry. In 1859, the Italian delegation led by G. B. Castellani came to China to seek the remedy for this dis—
ease. However, it turned out that they returned empty—handed and unexpectedly brought this disease into Chi-
na. In 1865, Louis Pasteur developed a special method, successfully saving the sericulture in Europe. In 1889,
in order to cure the disease, arranged by Natalis Rondot and F. Kleinwéchter, Jiang Shengjin became the first
Chinese pursuing sericultural knowledge in France. Subsequently, Zheng Shouzhen, a student of the Foochow
Arsenal, spontaneously acquired sericultural knowledge in France, and translated Manuel du Magnanier into
Chinese entitled Hemang Canshu, the earliest book systematically introducing Pasteur’s method to China. The
Sino—Western interaction concerning the prevention and treatment of pebrine reveals the characteristics of the
exchanges of agricultural knowledge between China and the West in the late Qing dynasty.
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