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The Disaster Prevention Activities of the Shang Dynasty Recorded
by Inscriptions on Oracle Bones

LIU Ji-gang

( Humanities College of Henan University of Science and Technology, Luoyang 471023)

Abstract: There are many oracle inscriptions reflecting the disaster prevention activities in the Shang Dy—
nasty, which provides reliable evidence for the study of disasters during this period. According to the contents of
oracle inscriptions, the Yin people have learned to take some precautionary measures before the disaster, which
can be divided into two kinds: passive prevention and active prevention. The Shang people worshipped gods from
the heaven and the hell and ghosts and believed that it was they who dominated disasters, so presided by wizards,
with meat, alcohol and crops as sacrifices and through a variety of dancing, singing and drumming and other ac—
tivities, they prayed to gods and ghosts to avoid disasters, which are passive measures. The Yin people also
learned to grasp the law of natural changes by means of astronomical and meteorological divination so as to avoid
the influence of disaster weather on people’s production and life. The king of the Shang Dynasty attached impor—
tance to agricultural production and often sent people or personally went to all parts of the country inspecting
crop planting, millet sacrifices and granaries, which are of positive significance to disaster prevention.
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