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The Origin and Evolution of Plowing and Cattle Plowing in China

YIN Shao-ting

(School of Ethnology and Sociology, Yunnan Univesity, Kunming 650091 )

Abstract: The recent studies of wooden plows by both Chinese and foreign researchers mainly focus on
three aspects: origin of plowing, origin of cattle plowing and evolution of plows. With a literature review of the
previous studies, this paper discusses the topic based on the materials gathered from the field. The paper rec—
ommends that the future researches should adopt a wider international perspective and pay attention to the
comparative analysis of Chinese and foreign academic achievements, strengthen interdisciplinary researches
involving agronomy, history, archaeology, economics, natural science and ethnology, attach more importance to
field work and take effort to rescue the live folk data and memory that have been and will disappear, and estab—
lish a database for thematic research for the purpose of its permanent preservation and utilization.
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